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Northminster Players, NPC’s community theater, entered stage left 38 igear with ideas, energy and
high hopes. As our church’s community outreach arts venue, Players hasutedttd the theatrical soul
of NPC, its members and the commun{tp-kind contributions to NPC appear in boldface):
In JANUARY, we officially welcomed our Artistic Director, Margaret Scott anidl fzen all-member
meeting to get to know her and tell Margaret our hopes and dreams.

In EEBRUARY, we performed several Lenten sketches during worship includg, but not limited
to, a special appearance by Satan who was quite the surprise.

In EEBRUARY AND M ARCH, Northminster Players partnered with the Adult Education
committee in a 3-part series on the Holocaust. Then on Sunday, March 4, Nontinster
Players’ portrayed Corrie ten Boom in the Guild Room where we couldneet her, discuss her
life with her, and experience her as she was when she was alive

We held a Monologue Workshop inAMCH presented by our Artistic Director, Margaret Scott. It
provided Margaret with an opportunity to get to know our talents and gave usca ¢cbdlex our
acting muscles.

In APRIL, the workshop was followed by a session of Theater Games, a good exercisetorsit a
self-expression and spontaneity, led by director Dorothy Gregory. A good timeaday all, as we
sang, scurried, cavorted and ran around. All in the interest of drama.

Players makes a real effort to promote the artistic achievemeitdsn@Embers by promoting their
work. So in ARIL, we promoted’he Gin Gamgthe play in which Ann Whitney appeared. 60 people
saw Ann’s gripping performance. We are currently doing the same for Ann whbiidénNVomen.

All NPC artists are invited to share their appearances with us saowgaaote and support them.

MAY was our second workshop month. This time around, Margaret Scott led us ire&s&mhnto
help us work with techniques actors use to portray a character by understhatingptivation,
feelings and communicate those feelings to the audience.

JUuLY was doubly busyPlayers cruised down Central Street in Terry Meland’s convertbles in
the Fourth of July Parade and Pat Simms, co-host of Channel 6's cabletagave NPC and
Players a big plug. Lots of members must have been at the parade—they wereeting wildly.

Later in the month, we screened Ed Harris's film,Copying Beethovero a large enthusiastic
crowd in the Guild Room.

AUGUST was a double-header, too. We began rehearsals for our first full fall prodnctiogan
Hall, Agnes of God

Later in the month, a large group gathered in the Guild Room tcAr€ad of Playersa play loosely
based on Shakespeare’s call to a life in the theater.

AND THEN WE GOT REALLY BUSY

At the end of 8PTEMBER Agnes of Godpened for a two weekend run. Siagnesopened on 9/28,
the day that the Evanston Review chose to do “A Day in the Life of Evanstorgt&kyd NPC was
featured in the online special feature story.



For HALLOWEEN this year. Players collaborated with the Nursery School and the Sday
School to presentThe Great Pumpkin and other storiean afternoon of interactive Halloween
stories for children 3-10. We were very pleased to see so many new ficeour audience.

In NOVEMBER, we staged a benefit for Playevgpmen on Firea play told in 12 monologues by 12
different women characters. Brought to Players by Ronn Toebaas, a longstaedihgifid director,
and his cast of 7 womeWomen on Firguns the gamut agverything from angst to zeal.

In DECEMBER, with the Adult Education Committee, Players gave a Christmas cardtthe
congregation, “Some Children See Him,” which was performed in Loga#iall to reach the
largest possible audience. A moving trio of Christmas vignettes as segndhildren, it included
the classic letter, “Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus” read by Gordo#erkel, “Good King
Wenceslaus” sung by Ned Lott, Chuck Uchtman and Gordon Zerkel, and the Hansh@istian
Anderson story, “The Little Match Girl” beautifully portrayed by Sonia Wanb erg.

MILESTONES

Leadership Rotation: To be more consistent with other area arts organizations, Playess’ng
Committee changed its name to the Advisory Board. In addition, the officeesadi®nt and Vice-
President and Immediate Past President were created to have contifeatjesship.

Northminster Players 2007 Advisory Board
Artistic Director,Margaret Scott
PresidentTerry Meland
Vice-PresidentGordon Zerkel
Immediate Past Presidearid PublicistPatricia Simms
Secretaryliz Holding
TreasurerBarb Brady
Legal Counsel and Co-Treasuréerri Mascherin
Associate PublicistAndy Wheeler
Other members of the Steering Committeerothy Gregory, Kelly Brest van Kempen

PLANS FOR SPRING

We have been blessed with a beautiful fall season and are now plannimggasepson that includes its
best qualities, capitalizes on our strengths and seeks to grow our reiptigitkiNPC as well as the
North Shore artistic community of performers and theater lovers. \Wgfxecially pleased with the many
new faces that we have seen in our audieaseagell as enriching the worship services and giving NPC
members another place for fellowship and developing community

On JANUARY 26, we'll hold oPEN AuDITIONSfor our April production, Love Is...” three one-act plays
about love directed by Dorothy Gregoryove Is...” opens April 11. We're also planning a workshop in
the spring.

Players would like to stage an NPC Talent Show (perhaps early June) as a benefit to NPC. It
will be open to any member who wants to perform regardless of their talent (reasonable limits
apply). We're calling it a “Fun Raiser” and expect it to be lots of fun for all. Details and dates to
be determined.
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